
 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: Teaching Grammar in the Context of Student Writing      

 

Grade appropriate: 3-College Approximate Length of time to complete lesson/unit: 2-3 

days 

 

Learning objectives and significance of lesson: 
 review definition of verb 

 identify verbs in your own writing 

 revise verb usage to be more precise 

 analyze how change in verb choice affects written piece.  

This lesson is significant because it addresses grammar/parts of speech.  It moves away from using daily 

language mini-lessons where students fix sentences unrelated to content and therefore seemingly irrelevant, or 

from using packets, worksheets, and other forms of teaching grammar in isolation from writing and literature.  

It instead focuses on grammar in the context of a piece that students have just written.  It helps them transfer 

the skill into their writing as well as learn to recognize it in other writing so that they can help each other 

revise.  It quickly reviews a grammar point and then helps students see relevance to learning about it because 

they apply it to what they write themselves.  I personally think it’s more interesting than a packet in which 

they identify the verb in a sentence 75 times.   

 

Brief summary/outline: 
(Is this lesson an intro? middle? end?  All or part of a unit?  Does it scaffold a certain learning?)   

This lesson can be part of a series of grammar lessons or simply tied to a lesson in word choice and revision.  

Personally, I would like to sprinkle these sorts of grammar lessons into the writing they do all year so that it is 

constant, relevant, and I can refer back to them later.  By ninth grade, they’ve seen parts of speech so it only 

takes a minute to connect to their prior knowledge and review what they are.  

 

Have students take 30 seconds to jot a list of what they did the night before.  Then have them turn it into a 

narrative paragraph.  Have your own model on an overhead or LCD projector.  Then go over the objective and 

the exit ticket questions.  Model identifying the verbs in your paragraph by underlining them and then have 

them underline the verbs in theirs. They should switch with a partner to check that they found them all.  Next 

talk about precise verbs – what are they and why are they important?  Have them act out the sentence “She 

went up and down the aisles at the store.”  Then pick volunteers to model “She tore up and down the aisles,” 

“She wandered up and down the aisles,” “She power-walked up and down the aisles,” “She skipped up and 

down the aisles…”  Talk about the difference between the first one and the others, how the verb affects their 

ability to act out the sentence, etc.  Then return to your modeled paragraph.  Have students pick one or two 

verbs that are precise, then three that could be more precise.  Students should generate several possible 

replacements for each vague verb.  Read the sentence out loud with each possible replacement and talk about 

which would be the best option for your purpose.  Write it in.  Now students should do this with their own 

paragraph.  Once they’ve finished, have them share one original/revised sentence with a partner and explain 

why the new choice is more appropriate.  If you have time, have a few kids share these with the class.  With a 

few minutes left, have them fill out an exit ticket: what is a verb?  How did replacing my first verb with one 

that is more precise affect my writing?    

 

** I may introduce the grammar point the day before, using a children’s book as a mentor 

text.  I would move the quick review of verbs to the day before, possibly introducing it and 
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the idea of precise verbs through the children’s book before having students act out the 

sentences.  The next day, we would then apply verbs to their writing.   

 

 

Related Resources: 

 
Teaching Grammar in Context by Constance Weaver 

The Grammar Plan Book by Constance Weaver 

Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson 

The Craft of Grammar by Jeff Anderson 

Bringing Grammar to Life by Deborah Dean 

Whole Class Teaching: Minilessons and More by Janet Angelillo 

Image Grammar by Harry Noden 

 

Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 

 
o Introduce concept of precise verbs with a children’s book or literature used in class.  Discuss the 

impact of word choice on our understanding/visualization/etc. of the text. 

o Other grammar points can be taught in mini-lessons after they’ve written a piece so that they can 

immediately apply it to what they write.  Different activities can be used to help apply different parts of 

speech and grammar points to their writing.  Similar lessons can be used with other concepts, i.e. sentence 

structure, verb phrases, etc. 

o For higher levels/higher order thinking, rather than asking how their verb choice affects their piece, 

ask them to defend their verb choice.   

o Include passive voice vs. active voice when looking at verbs. 

o Do several lessons on a few grammar points, then apply to a piece that will be polished and published.   

 

Exit tickets: 

Have students define a verb for review, then answer a question that has them reflect on their writing and 

analyze the effect of word choice in their writing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For additional information, contact:   Amanda Marek 

amarek@shakopee.k12.mn.us 
 


